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of rights or consent to treatment shall
take such steps as are necessary to en-
sure that qualified handicapped per-
sons, including those with impaired
sensory or speaking skills, are not de-
nied effective notice because of their
handicap.

(c) Emergency treatment for the hearing
impaired. A recipient hospital that pro-
vides health services or benefits shall
establish a procedure for effective com-
munication with persons with impaired
hearing for the purpose of providing
emergency health care.

(d) Auzxiliary aids. (1) A recipient to
which this subpart applies that em-
ploys fifteen or more persons shall pro-
vide appropriate auxiliary aids to per-
sons with impaired sensory, manual, or
speaking skills, where necessary to af-
ford such persons an equal opportunity
to benefit from the service in question.

(2) The Director may require recipi-
ents with fewer than fifteen employees
to provide auxiliary aids where the pro-
vision of aids would not significantly
impair the ability of the recipient to
provide its benefits or services.

(3) For the purpose of this paragraph,
auxiliary aids may include brailled and
taped material, interpreters, and other
aids for persons with impaired hearing
or vision.

§84.53 Drug and alcohol addicts.

A recipient to which this subpart ap-
plies that operates a general hospital
or outpatient facility may not dis-
criminate in admission or treatment
against a drug or alcohol abuser or al-
coholic who is suffering from a medical
condition, because of the person’s drug
or alcohol abuse or alcoholism.

§84.54 Education of institutionalized
persons.

A recipient to which this subpart ap-
plies and that provides aids, benefits,
or services for persons who are institu-
tionalized because of handicap shall en-
sure that each qualified handicapped
person, as defined in §84.3(1)(2), in its
program or activity is provided an ap-
propriate education, as defined in
§84.33(b). Nothing in this section shall
be interpreted as altering in any way

§84.55

the obligations of recipients under Sub-
part D.

[42 FR 22677, May 4, 1977, as amended at 70
FR 24320, May 9, 2005]

§84.55 Procedures relating to health
care for handicapped infants.

(a) Infant Care Review Committees. The
Department encourages each recipient
health care provider that provides
health care services to infants in pro-
grams or activities receiving Federal
financial assistance to establish an In-
fant Care Review Committee (ICRC) to
assist the provider in delivering health
care and related services to infants and
in complying with this part. The pur-
pose of the committee is to assist the
health care provider in the develop-
ment of standards, policies and proce-
dures for providing treatment to handi-
capped infants and in making decisions
concerning medically beneficial treat-
ment in specific cases. While the De-
partment recognizes the value of
ICRC’s in assuring appropriate medical
care to infants, such committees are
not required by this section. An ICRC
should be composed of individuals rep-
resenting a broad range of perspectives,
and should include a practicing physi-
cian, a representative of a disability
organization, a practicing nurse, and
other individuals. A suggested model
ICRC is set forth in paragraph (f) of
this section.

(b) Posting of informational notice. (1)
Each recipient health care provider
that provides health care services to
infants in programs or activities re-
ceiving Federal financial assistance
shall post and keep posted in appro-
priate places an informational notice.

(2) The notice must be posted at loca-
tion(s) where nurses and other medical
professionals who are engaged in pro-
viding health care and related services
to infants will see it. To the extent it
does not impair accomplishment of the
requirement that copies of the notice
be posted where such personnel will see
it, the notice need not be posted in
area(s) where parents of infant patients
will see it.

(3) Each health care provider for
which the content of the following no-
tice (identified as Notice A) is truthful
may use Notice A. For the content of
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